Saina Nehwal wins Sports Illustrated
Sportsperson of the Year title

PTI : Gurgaon, Tue Oct 01 2013,

Olympic Bronze Medallist Saina Nehwal was declared ‘Sports
Illustrated Sportsperson of the Year’ while her Mentor and India
Coach Pulella Gopichand was given the ‘Coach of the Year’' award
for nurturing new crop of talented young shuttlers.

The event was organised by the Sports Magazine to honour good
performances of the year 2012.

Saina had also bagged this Award in the Inaugural edition in 2009. The 14
categories in which the Awards were presented include Young Player of the
Year Award, won by U-19 World Cup winning Captain Unmukt Chand, while
Athlete of the Year was presented to young India cricketer Virat Kohli.



Rahul Dravid and VVS Laxman, the Indian batting stalwarts, who retired
from International Cricket last year were given the Lifetime Achievement
Award for their contribution to the sport.

Wrestler Sushil Kumar, who won became the first Indian to win back-to-
back individual Olympic Medals, was adjudged the ' Game Changer of the
Year' for bagging a Silver Medal at London Games.

Team of the Year Award was given to India U-19 Cricket Team for winning
Country's third ICC Under-19 World Cup in Australia.

This is the fourth year of the India Awards, which are inspired by the
world's most prestigious sports awards, the Sportsman of the Year,
established by Sports Illustrated in 1954.



